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The past is not the property of historians; it is a public possession. 

It belongs to anyone who is aware of it, and it grows by being 

shared. é 

Dr. Walter Havighurst  

The material i n this searchable  directory was extracted , often intact,  from 

a number of source s, including internet  sites, tour guides , articles , and 

books  already written by our local authors and historical agencies.  We 

wish to express our  sincere thanks and appreciat ion to those who have so 

freely shared their expertise and knowledge.  Among those who have 

made material available to the compiler of this directory  are Ann Pfa ff 

Doss, Anne Homan, Anna Siig, Bill Nale, Charles Huff, Gary Drummond, 

Richard Finn, George An derson, Mary Jo Wainwright, Victoria Christensen, 

Shelly Lewis, Isabel Ziegler, Museum of San Ramon Valley, Livermore 

Heritage Guild, Museum  On Main, Dublin Heritage Center, Blackhawk 

Auto Museum, Livermore Area Recreation  and Park Department , 

Livermore -Am ador Genealogical Society, San Ramon Valley 

Genealogical Society, Pleasanton Public Library, Alameda County Library -

Dublin Branc h, Contra Costa County Library -Danville Branch, Livermore 

Public Library, San Ramon Public Library, Maxine Trost , Forest Homes 

Historic Park and the Glass House Museum, and the Tri-Valley Convention 

and Visitorõs Bureau.  

The Tri-Valley History Council , http://www.l -ags.org/HistoryCouncil/ ,  is a 

network of local history centers,  historic sites, libraries, museums and 

genealogical societies whose historical fields of interest include the 

eastern part of Alameda County and the southeastern part of Contra 

Costa County, California.  

 We hope you find this directory useful and enjoy yo ur exploration of the 

Tri-Valley!  

Terry Lee Berry and the Tri-Valley History Council , September 2011.  

http://www.l-ags.org/HistoryCouncil/
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MAP OF THE TRI-VALLEY  
 

The Tri-Valley region, located in the eastern San Francisco Bay Area , 

consists  of three adjacent valleys : Amador, Livermore, and San Ramon . 

The Tri-Valley  cities of  Danville, San Ramon, Dublin, Pleasanton, Sunol, and 

Livermore  provide a variety of attractions fo r visitors, including historic 

downtowns, modern shopping areas, wineries, and regional parks.   
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ARCHIVAL COLLECTIONS 
The following organizations collect and preserve historical source 

information.  
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Blackhawk Auto Museum  
3700 Blackhawk Plaza Circle Å Danville, CA   

925.736.2277  http://www.blackhawkmuseum.org  

 

The  Blackhawk Museum, a 501(c) 3 nonprofit corporation, was established 

to ensure that significant automotive treasures blending art, technology, 

culture  and history would be exhibited for public enjoyment and 

educational enrichment. Blackhawk displays about 90 cars, many of 

which are on loan from Museum friends in many different parts of the 

world. Car collectors enjoy sharing their automobiles and Blackh awk has 

the most dra matic presentation of coach -built cars in the world, without 

exception.  

An Automotive Research  Library and the Museum's shop   and  bookstore  

are located just off the Main Lobby.  

Our library is 

updated on a 

continuous basis 

and contains  a 

great deal of 

information to 

satisfy the needs 

and questions of 

auto enthusiasts. 

We love books, 

magazines, and 

miscellaneous 

reference 

material dating 

back to the 

beginning of the 

auto industry.   

http://www.blackhawkmuseum.org/
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Dublin Heritage Park  
6600 Donlon Way Å Dublin, CA  

925.452.2100 http:// www.ci.dubli n 

The mission of the Dublin Heritage Center is to collect, preserve and 

interpret the material culture of Dublin and to provide an historical and 

cultural focal point that will enrich the com munity.  

The Center is home to the 

1856 Murray Schoolhouse, 

1859 St. Raymondõs Church, 

a Pioneer Cemetery , and 

the Kolb Family Ranch 

properties .  The park grounds  

are open during daylight 

hours, and the museum is 

open six days a week .  

Admission is free du ring 

regular hours . 

The original Murray School 

House, built in 1856, houses 

the permanent collection of 

artifacts from the everyday 

life of Dublinõs early settlers, 

dating from the early 1800s 

to the present.  Throughout 

the year, the Schoolhouse 

Gallery f eatures changing exhibitions that reflect a broad scope of topics 

organized by the staff or on loan from other institutions.   

The Center's collection  include s photographs, documents, letters, books, 

yearbooks, clothing and textiles, furniture , oral histor ies, and memorabilia 

from Dublin.   Research is by appointment.   The museum is open 

Wednesday -Sunday 1:00 p .m. to 4:00 p .m.  

http://www.ci.dublin/
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Livermore -Amador Genealogical 
Society 

http://www.l -ags.org  

The Livermore -Amador Genealogical So ciety was formed in June 1977 by 

students of a Livermore Adult Education Class , who wanted to  help 

beginning genealogists  start genealogical research, exchange 

information with fellow members , learn more about sources available for 

genealogical research , and undertake genealogy -related public service 

projects.    

Our membership has a 

combined experience of 

many hundreds of years in 

the field of genealogy. All of 

us want to share our 

experience with you, and in 

turn to learn from your 

experience.  A unique gi ft 

from L-AGS is the òMaster 

Online Index of names 

associated with the history 

of eastern Alameda County.ó 

Our General Membership Meetings  are held at 7:30 p.m. on the second 

Tuesday of each month at Congregation Beth Emek, 3400 Nevada Court, 

Pleasanton. P rograms have featured genealogists, historians, authors, and 

business people who can offer insights into the history of the Livermore -

Amador Valley. Some of our more popular meetings are those in which 

members share their recent genealogy breakthroughs wit h the audience, 

or seek help from the audience on research "brick walls" that have them 

stumped.  Please check our website, www.L -AGS.org  for more information 

on our special events, special focus groups, membership, our  genealogy 

collection , and our research desk at  the Pleasanton Library . 

http://www.l-ags.org/
http://www.l-ags.org/
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Livermore Heritage Guild  
2155 Third Street Å Livermore, CA 

925.449.9927   http:// www.livermorehistory.org  

 

In 1973, the Livermore Herita ge Guild was founded in reaction to the 

impending demolition of the Southern Pacific Depot building. A group of 

local citizens realized that there were a number of historically valuable 

buildings and sites that would disappear in the name of progress if no  one 

organized to prevent it. This led to the founding of the Guild. Our goal is 

expressed by our motto: "Helping save yesterday for tomorrow." To that 

end, the Guild collects and preserves historical artifacts, documents, 

photographs, oral histories,  news papers, and other information resources 

for those who are interested in the history of Livermore.  

The Guild maintains a History Center in the Carnegie Building at 3rd and K 

Streets in Livermore. Although research appointments are recommended, 

a docent is a lways in attendance to assist visitors with access to 

information in our archives.  

 

 

http://www.livermorehistory.org/
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Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory Archives  

7000 East Avenue  Å Livermore, CA  

925.422.6539 

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory opened in 1952 as a nuclear 

weapons research laboratory.  The Laboratory also conducts research in 

biology, energy, climate, and national security and has supported 

supercomputing, international treaty negotiations, disaster response, and 

a variety of other national priorities.  

The LLNL Archives holds materials documenting Laboratory science, 

administration, and staff activities , including documents, photographs, 

internal newspapers, videos, and artifacts.  

While the Archivesõ primary focus is supporting Lab programs and 

personnel, the general  public can request many materials relating to the 

history of the Lab, the T ri-valley, and its inhabitants  by calling 925-422-6539 

or emailing  mailto :trost5@llnl.gov . 

 

 

mailto:mailtotrost5@llnl.gov
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Museum of San Ramon Valley 
255 Railroad A venue Å Danville, CA  

925.837.3750  http:// www.museumsrv.org  

The Museum of the San Ramon Valley was founded as a 501(c )3 non -

profit organization in 1985. The Museum is housed in the restored 1891 

Southern Pacific Dep ot in Danville on Railroad Avenue at Prospect.  

The Museum of the San Ramon Valley is dedicated to preserving and 

celebrating our rich history and heritage. The collections and exhibits 

reflect our human experiences, institutions , and cultures that were sh aped 

by the valley's landscape, environment , and early settlers.  

The Valley's past is featured in a permanent exhibit that includes artifacts, 

an historical narrative frieze , and pictures of historic buildings. The Museum 

collects, stores , and protects art ifacts from the San Ramon Valley. Archival 

research is available by appointment.  

In addition to a permanent exhibit on Valley history, the Museum sponsors 

revolving exhibits and guided tours , including tours of the Alamo 

Cemetery and Old Town Danville.  

School children are served with special Indian Life programs for fourth 

graders in the fall and the Tassajara One -Room School program for third 

graders in the spring. Classrooms are invited to tour the various exhibits.  

 

http://www.museumsrv.org/
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Museum On Main  
603 Main Street  Å Pleasanton, CA  

925.462.2766   http:// www.museumonmain.org  

 

Tuesday ð Saturday: 10  

a .m.-4 p .m.                                  

Sunday: 1 p .m.-4 p .m. 

The Museum on Main, 

located in historic 

downtown 

Pleasanton, tells  the 

fascinating stories of 

those who came 

before ñ illustrating 

characters, places , 

and events that have 

shaped the 

community.   Founded in 1963 as the Amador -Livermore Valley Historical 

Society, the Museum on Main is a non -profit organization dedicated to 

linking the past to the future by preserving, clarifying , and disseminating 

information about history specific to the region.  

The Museum on Main invites the public, school groups, and families to 

enjoy exhibitions and programs throughout the year.   Permane nt and 

temporary exhibitions focus on regional history, culture, and art.   A variety 

of guided walking tours, from Local History to Ghost Walks , are available .   

Museum on Main actively works to acquire and preserve historic artifacts, 

documents , and photo graphs that enhance the role of the Museum on 

Main as a cultural resource.   Researchers may make appointments to 

access the museum library and extensive archive of historical documents 

and photographs.  Museum on Main welcomes visitors and invites the 

publ ic to come  learn more about the regionõs past, present, and future! 

http://www.museumonmain.org/
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Pacific Locomotive Association 
5550 Niles Canyon R oad  Å Sunol, CA 

925.862.9063  http://www.ncry.org     

In an effort to preserve our Pacific Coast railro ad history for the enjoyment 

of future generations , the  Pacific Locomotive Association has been 

collecting rare and unusual railroad equipment since the early 1960s.  

Thanks to the assistance of the Union Pacific Railroad, 8 January 2005 saw 

almost all of o ur collection come together at the Niles Canyon Railway. 

Completing a journ ey that began 18 years earlier, twenty -two  

locomotives and cars traveled to Niles Canyon from the old Oakland 

Army Base via Hearst siding, our rail connection to the outside world that 

was completed in September  2004. We were able to use our own motive 

power for the move, with  long -time member Lou Bradas serving as  the 

engineer. The public is encouraged to come see the many  interesting 

pieces of this collection , including our archiva l materials,  when you visit 

the Niles Canyon Railway.  

 

http://www.ncry.org/
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San Ramon Valley Genealogical 
Society 

http://www.srvgensoc.org  

 

The San Ramon Valley Genealogical Society (SRVGS) was formed in 1985 

and now has over 170  membe rs. Meetings are held in the facilities of the 

Danville Family History Center at Stone Valley and Smith Roads, Alamo, 

California from 10:00 a.m. to noon on the third Tuesday of every month  

except August and December . Guests are welcome. Each meeting 

includ es a speaker who is expert in some aspect of family research, as 

well as a member who shares a significant breakthrough. SRVGS conducts 

educational classes for its members and has various special interest 

groups. These include: English, German, Irish, Scan dinavian, DNA,  and 

Publishing, as well as three brands of Genealogy software.   

 

SRVGS members enjoy the expertise of the Family History Center staff and 

the vastness of their resources. A monthly Newsletter is published, and 

SRVGSõs many reference books are housed at the Danville Library.  

  

 

http://www.srvgensoc.org/
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Tri -Valley Heritage Families 
Project 

What Tri-Valley fami ly was involved with the Donner  party  in the murderous 

winter of 1846? What Tri -Valley family was killed in the most deadly U.S. 

avalanche? What Tri -Valley cemet ery was partly washed away in a 

flood? What Tri -Valley pioneer had a city, county, and high school named 

after him? What Tri -Valley pioneer had a store and road named after 

him? What Tri -Valley pioneer was killed over a chicken? These are just a 

few of the  questions raised as we research Tri -Valley Heritage Families ð 

families that were in the Tri -Valley area before about 1910.  

The information in this privately 

maintained project is provided 

to all Tri-Valley history centers, 

genealogical groups, 

museums,  libraries, historians, 

and other interested 

researchers, including 

descendants of early Valley 

families. We are collecting 

data on pioneer families of the 

Amador, Livermore, and San 

Ramon valleys ð from Alamo 

to Sunol and from Dublin to 

Altamont.  

We have  information on over 8000 Tri -Valley families in our data base. We 

are in contact with descendants of a number of pioneer Tri -Valley families, 

and each has given their support and has promised more information.  

If you have queries about a pioneer family or  information to share please 

contact Richard Finn at mailt o:rwfinn@wecare.net . 

 


